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Mayor: Gary Swenson City Clerk Andrew Langholz 
Councilors: Lyle Katzenmeyer Treasurer: Joan Kerkvliet 
 Ted Razink Police Chief: Mitch Johnsrud 
 Tom Spychalla   
 Mark Thompson   

 
MINUTES - APPROVED 

 
 PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 6:45 Public Comment Period - Small Cities Development Grant Application 
Opened at 6:46 - Closed at 6:51 

I. CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER 

 1.  Call to order & Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Swenson called the January 8, 2018 regular City Council meeting to order at 6:30 

p.m. with recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

 2.  Roll Call 
Council Present: Mayor Swenson; Councilors Spychalla, Thompson, and Katzenmeyer. 
Absent; Razink 
 
Staff Present: Clerk Langholz, Treasurer Kerkvliet, and Chief Johnsrud. 

II. CONSENT AGENDA 
 3.  Approve Agenda 
 4.  Approve Claims for Payment 
 5.  Approve of minutes from previous meeting(s) 
   a) Council Meeting - January 8, 2018 

   Motion by Katzenmeyer; second by Thompson to approve the amended consent 
agenda. 
Motion carried (4-0). 

III. ANYONE BEFORE COUNCIL 
 6.  Jen Haugen 

a) Meat Raffle - Women's Auxiliary 
Ms. Haugen stated that the Women's Auxiliary would like to hold meat raffles at 

Franny's on Friday nights, and that they needed the approval from the Council to do 
so. The Council discussed the matter and thought it was a good idea. 

Motion by Katzenmeyer; second by Thompson Approve the gambling permit for the 
Women's Auxiliary. 

Motion carried (3-0). Abstention - Spychalla 
 7.  Tom Beuckens 

a) Airport / Community Center 
Mr. Beuckens discussed the addition of perimeter fencing at the airport for safety 

reasons. He pointed out the influx of people that would be in the area with the 
addition of a RV Park and a potential hotel. Clerk Langholz said that the perimeter 
fencing is currently earmarked for 2025 in the Airport Layout Plan, but that may 
need to be bumped up if development occurs. Mr. Beuckens also said that the 
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current cost split with the State is a 90/10, with the State picking up 90% of the cost. 
The Council will take the installation of a perimeter fence into consideration due to 
development. 

Mr. Beuckens also said that the Brang Foundation awarded the Chamber of Commerce a 
grant of $750 to make aesthetic improvements to the Community Center. He said 
that the money would be used for painting and decorations. Mayor Swenson asked 
Treasurer Kerkvliet to convene a meeting of the Community Center Committee to 
discuss updates to the Community Center. 

Lastly, Mr. Beuckens asked the Council if the Heritage Days Parade route could be added 
to the City's insurance plan this year and the City would be reimbursed. He stated 
that the parade needed $1.5 million dollars in coverage and it was very expensive if 
purchased as a sole event. The Council directed Clerk Langholz to ask the City's 
insurance provider if that was a possibility. 

 8.  Nick Koos - WSN  
a) Well #1 - Quotes 
Larry VanHout from WSN presented quotes to replace Well #1. The lowest quote was 

from Steffl Drilling and Pump out of Willmar, MN for $71,285.00. Mr. VanHout said 
that he did contact Steffl Drilling to verify the quote, since it was lower than the 
three other quotes received. He says that WSN recommends that the City Council 
approve the quote from Steffl Drilling and Pump for $71,285.00. The Council 
discussed the price difference and understands that the well would be installed in 
April or May of 2018. 

Motion by Thompson; second by Spychalla Approve the quote for $71,285.00 from 
Steffl Drilling and Pump. 

Motion carried (4-0). 
IV. PERSONNEL REPORTS 
 9.  

 
Mayor  
a) Raising Bike Path - 3rd Street to Hobo Park 
Mayor Swenson asked the Council if they would be interested in doing a cost split for 

raising the bike path to curb level in conjunction with the 2020 Road Project. He said 
that he was approached by the County Engineer who stated that Pope County may 
be interested in the cost split. The Council would like to see what the cost would be 
before committing to anything. 

b) Gambling Permit - VFW 
Mayor Swenson asked the Council to approve a gambling permit for the Men's Auxiliary 

to continue to hold their annual raffle on May 25th.  
Motion by Katzenmeyer; second by Spychalla Approve the gambling permit for the 

Men's Auxiliary. 
Motion carried (4-0). 

 10.  
 

Police 
a) PowerPoint - 2017 Statistics 
Chief Johnsrud stated that there were 181 calls for service in January, which was down 

from the previous month. He also said that an active shooter preparedness training 
session was held on January 16 and approximately 25 people were in attendance. 
Lastly, Chief Johnsrud shared a PowerPoint presentation that illustrated the crime 
statistics from 2017. 
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 11.  
 

Water/Sewer 
a)    Water/Sewer Maintenance Truck Repairs 
Water/Wastewater Superintendent Randy Peterson shared a list of repairs that are 

recommended to be made to the 2000 Water/Wastewater Maintenance Truck. An 
estimate put the repairs at $3,150. The Council asked that the necessary repairs be 
made and quotes be provided to them at the next meeting. 

 12.  Streets/Parks 

 13.  
 

City Clerk/Treasurer 
a) Comprehensive Plan - Grant Sources 
Clerk Langholz said that he spoke to West Central Initiative about creating a 

comprehensive plan, and they invited the City of Starbuck to apply for a grant for up 
to $7,500. He also said that he is in talks with Horizon Public Health for additional 
grant funding up to $5,000. The funding would be a matching grant, but the as long 
as Mr. Langholz is the lead facilitator of the project the City would be able to use his 
salary as an in-kind donation which would save the City $12,500. 

b)    Audit Update 
Treasurer Kerkvliet stated that the auditors were here for two days and that cost of the 

audit should be $4,000 less than the previous year. Mayor Swenson thanked Ms. 
Kerkvliet for her hard work and said that the City is moving in a positive direction. 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 14.  Planning Commission 
 15.  Airport Committee 
 16.  Streets and Parks 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 
 17.   
VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 18.  Resolution 2018-02: Small Cities Development Grant Application 

Motion by Spychalla; second by Katzenmeyer Approve Resolution 2018-02: Small Cities 
Development Grant Application. 

Motion carried (4-0). 
 19.  Approving Misc. Paperwork for Small Cities Development Grant 

Motion by Katzenmeyer; second by Spychalla Approve signing the Conflict of Interest 
Disclosure form for the Small Cities Development Program. 

Motion carried (3-0). Abstention - Thompson 
 20.  PT Police Officer Pay Increase Clarification 

Motion by Katzenmeyer; second by Thompson Approve a $0.25/hr annual increase in 
pay for PT police officers. 

Motion carried (4-0). 
 21.  Determine Credit Card Administrator and Representatives 

Motion by Katzenmeyer; second by Spychalla Approve Treasurer Kerkvliet as the credit 
card administrator and Mayor Swenson and Clerk Langholz to be representatives for 
the account. 

Motion carried (4-0). 
 22.   
VIII. CLOSED MEETING 
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 23.   
IX. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Katzenmeyer; second by Thompson Adjourn at 7:41 pm. 
Motion carried (4-0). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  


